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The Council of the Royal Asiatic Society is a(;aiii called upon, at tlie close of 
anotlicr year, to lay before tlie members a brief review of tiic Society's history 
and proceedings dining that period ; and, in pcrforminn this part of its duty, it 
has the gralificatioti of being able to appeal to the facts contained in this lleporl, 
for the most satisfactory evidence of the Society's extended usefulness and 
inidiniinished prosperity. 

'riio Council has the painful task of |)reinisinj;, willi deep rci;r<l, in xvhicli 
it is persuaded the members of the Society will fully partioipiile, ihai, allhoui;h 
the voneiable director, INlr. Henry (Jolebrookc, still gives the Society the sanc- 
tion of his name, and lakes the warmest interest in ils welfare, Ihi^ nufavonrable 
state of his health contitnnis lo disable him from |i('rli)rining those persrinal ser- 
vices, which, from his great talents, his prolnund <:rndiliiin, and correct jnili<iiiiMil, 
have been, at all limits, so valuable and imporlant, and .so hitjhiy and justly 
appreciated by the Society. 

Allhongh, from the auditors' Ileport on the picnniary receipis and cxpenili- 
turcs, it is seen, that, at the enil of the year l(i:)l, a balance of .SO/. 1.?. iil. 
remained due by the Society to the treasurer, yet the Conneil fwU assured, that, 
when the members take into their consideration the necessarily l.irge expenditure 
attendant on the publication of the elaborately illiislraled work of Kaur Itaz on 
Iliiuli'i Architecture, this halaiuo must appear to them extremely small. And 
the Conneil trusts, tliat the credit rcdecled on the Society by brin'^in;; belore the 
public a work of so much rarity and imporlance, will fully compi iisale for the 
Icinporary encroachment of this expeuiliture on the funds ol the iiistilnlion. 

The (Jouncil deems it a mailer of congralnlalion, that the number of deaths 
and retirements of the n)embers of the Society, since the hist amiiiersary, has 
been less than in most former periods; while the nund)er of elections of new 
members has exceeded the usual average, leaving a considerable nnn)erical 
balance in favour of the Society. 

Jn recording the names of those lueinlu'rs of whom the Society has been 
deprived by death dnriug the last year, the Cunucil has the painful rluiy lo enu- 
merate the following -.—The Ri'.-hl lion. Ilarl Mathnrsl, K (i. I'.S.,\.; the Iti'.dit 
Hon. I''.arl Spencer, K.(j, I'. U.S. ; Itaron William \ on lUnnboldt ; .Major-' ;en. 
Thos. Ilardwicke, J'Ml.S. ; Lieut. -Colonel David Wilson; the l!ev. I)i. .Morri- 
son, r.ll.S.; Major .lames franklin, I'. U.S.; .lohn ( aley, l',s(|. I'. It S ; 'Ihonias 
Snodgrass, h'sip I'.lt.S. ; I'raiieis SIkmc, 1'.s<|.; I'atrick lleally, Ksip; Robert 
Deni, J'',s.| ; .lohn St. ,1. I.nnu', Ks.p M.ll.L.S. 

The imporlant and vabrable additions which have beiMi made lo the library 
and museiun during the past year, call forth the warmest aeknowledgmenls of 
the Council towards the seveial donors. 

ll would be a pleasing task to pass in review all those donations; to mark in 
how many instances they have snp|died deficiencies, and how many distinsjuishcd 
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names have taken tliis mctliod of oxpiessiiig llicir goo<l-\vill towards tlie Society, 
and their desire to riirthcr its otijccls. LItit tlic limits of this Report forbid ii 
detailed cnnmeralion, and oblige the Council to reslricl itself to the notice of 
a few only of those contributions which appear to possess peculiar interest or 
value. 

Captain James Lotv has fonvarded to the Society a voluminous manuscript 
account of Tcnnasserim, drawn up by himself during his residence in that 
cotuilry, and illustrated widi numerous maps and drawing!;. 

Of the interesting and original information which the author has collcctcil by 
personal observation and incpiiry, the Society has had an opportunity of Judging 
from the extracts which have been read at its late meetings ; ami the Council 
furduM' intends to enrich, from tinu! to tinu!, the pages of the .lotnnal with the 
nu>io atlraelivc portions of the work. 

Mr. Shakospcar has prcseiiled a copy of the third odilioii of his llindiistnui 
and I'.nglish dictionary, of which the learned ami indefatigable author has en- 
lianccd the value (already so high in the estimation of the hrst llindhslaiil 
scholars), not only by numerous additions iu die lioity of the work, but also by 
a|)pcndiug a copious index, fitting il to serve all the pmposes of an I'.uglisli 
and Hindustani, as well as a Hindustani and Knglish dictionary, 'J'he " Addi- 
tional I'art," embodying a large collection of words in tlic Dakhani dialect, 
supplies a desideratum long felt by the niudusli'uii student. 

riicrc has also been received from the learned i'rofessor Car^iu de T.issy his 
critical edition of the complete works of Wali, a highly poptdar llindiislaui poet. 
The publication of this work, wrillcn in tlie dialect of the Dc^kkan, supplies 
anodier desideratum in Hindustani literature, and forms a seasonable and ni^elul 
nccon)paninient to the work above menlioned. 

Professor Fliigcl has presented his accinalc edition of the Arabic text of the 
Koran, printed in a bcaulifnl and distinct type, cut expressly for the purpose, 
niidcr the .superintendence of Tauchnil?., the spiiiled publisher of the work. 

To that distinguished hydrographer, l\Ir. John Arrowsmilh, the Society is 
indebted for tlie valuable present of his " London Atlas of I'niver.sal Oeograpiiy, 
exhibiting the physical and statistical Divisions ol the various Countries of the 
Uorld." 

This work, die fruit of much patient and laborious research, and embodying 
the results of the latest discoveries of ,tiavellcrs, rellccis ecpial credit on the 
industry and talents of its author. 

Trom the Asiatic Society of llengal, the Society has received a copy of the 
" Dictionary of the Tibetan Language," by iM. Csonia do Korils, the learned 
Hungarian, of whom a biographical notice appeared in the first volume of the 
Society's Journal. 

Ham Coniul Sen, of Calcutta, has forwarded a copy of his " Dielioiiary, 
Knglish and Uengali, compiled from Tod's edition of Johnson's ii^iiglish Dic- 
tionary." 

The establishment of a piinting-|)ress at Teheran, by the late Abbas Mirz.'i, 
must suggest the most agreeable anticipations to the minds of all who lejoiee in 
(he spread of civilisation, or lake an interest in Uie progress of Asiatic iniprove- 
inciil. 

To the kindness of Dr. IM'Ncil the Council ha-f (o acknowledge! its obliga- 
tions lor the pos.session of nine folio voliinios, the first of the series issued fidin 
the Teheii'm press. T'liey consist of a well-printed edition of the Koran in 
Arabic; and of the dieologieal works of Muhammed llukir, comprising a history 
of ihc prophets, from Adam to Muhammed, an account of Muhammed and his 
conipanions, and a body of theology, according to the Shiah doctrines. 

Sir licoige Staunton has piesenled a large and elaborate model of the pagoda 
and convent of priests at Canton, whicii was assigned for the residence ol the 
liiilish ambassadors and their suites in CJiiua, Also, an original painting in 
(lil.liy a I hiiiese ailist, representing a couil ofjnslice held at (.'aiitnii. 

To Sir Henry W'iflock the Society is indebted for eight casts from the sculp- 
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Hired niiiis of Pciscpolis, toRotliPV wiili some llaliyloiiinii cnriosilics prosciitoil 
by liiiii ill llic name of liis hiollipv, llio, liilc (Jiipt. Willock, R.N. 

Hcsiilcs llio tiuincrous individuals «'lio liavo contributed to tbe library aud 
miiseuMi of tlic Society, die (Jouncil is proud to acknowledge the courtesy of die 
following instilulions, in contributing copies of llicir Transactions — some in 
cxcliangc for llic Transactions of this Society, some nlto<;ctlicr gratuitous. 

Ij'Acadcmie Impcrialc des Sciences tie St. I'elersbourg ; the Literary Society 
ofUatavia; the Royal OoUegn of Surgeons in London; (he Medico-lto(anto;d 
Society; the Society for the I".n<:oinaf;enicnt of Arts, Manufactures, and Oini- 
niercc; tli(! Itoyal (Jeoiiraphical Soeic.ly; the lloyal Academy of Seicnc.s at 
'J'nrin ; tin; Asiatic Siiciely of lieui;al ; Uie Zoological Society of London; die 
Itoyal Society of Kdiiiburgli; and the American I'hilosophical Society of I'lula- 
(lelpliia. 

\S itii the two last-mentioned an arrangement for a mutual exchange ofTrans- 
actions was entered into during tin; past year. 

In the last Rttporl of llic (Joinicil, intimalion was given of an alteration in 
l\\i'. form aud plan of llie Society's jinblications; aud the ('ouncil is happy to 
announce, that the change alluded lo bids fair to realise every advantage that was 
anticipated from it, although the Council has not yet been able to carry it to the 
full extent projected. 

Oil a reference to a comparative slatcmeut which has lately been submitted lo 
the Council by the scciclary, it will be seen, that a saving of no less a sum than 
200/, a-ycar will be ed'ected by Ibis arrangement. Unt it is not in point of 
economy alone that the ('ouncil bespeaks the Society's approbation in this par- 
ticular. It finds still higher grounds l()r congralnlation in the fact, that lliis 
arranpement lias been the medium of placing the Journal within the reach of so 
much greater a iiorlion of the reading jniblie, and of thus gr.itifying that iucicas- 
iiig desire for information on Oriental subjects which of late, various circum- 
stiinccs have gradually contributed lo excite. 

From this enlarged s|)liere of usefulness the Council is tempted lo aiis;nr, not 
only increasing xuiiport to the Society, but also an addition to the nuiiiber of 
labourers in the rKd<l of Oriental liteialurp, where, iiolwithslauding (he phmliliil 
liarvcnt wliich invites lliein, they have as yet liecn coiiipar.ilivily few; that li.w, 
however, eviiieiii"!, it must be confessed, a degree of ardour and <levolediiess 
which has rarely been surpiissed. 

In turning to die operations of the Oriental Translation Fund, the Council 
lias the .satisfaction of observing, that they have been carried on during the past 
year widi unabated energy. Several valualile works have been published by it 
during that period, viy.. ; iIk; " Ilarivansa," a celeliiatod Sanskrit epic |i(]eiii, 
lianslalcd into I'li^iicli by M. l,an(;lois; the "Annals of .lapaii," edited by 
l\l. Klapiotli; a " Description of llie Itnrmese I'.uipin.', Iiaiislaled from llic 
Italian RIS. orSiuigennaiio by Dr. Tandy; the " Didascalia," a rare f'.lhiopie 
work, translated by lllr. I'lall, and lo wliicli the original text is added ; a second 
volnino of Miscellaneous Translations from Oriental Languages;" and a " His- 
tory of Guzeiat," Iranslated by .lames IVnd, I'^sq. M.ll.A.S. The inslilntioii has 
also many oilier works <if interesl in the course of piiblicalion. 

OniMd'llie most ((latilyiiig and iiitetesliog [larls of die Society's pioceeiliii"i 
during the past year lieing, fiom its recent oecuri<;iice, fi(;sh in the nieniorv ol 
every member, the Coimeil does not feel bound, on the present occasion, to do 
more than merely allndt.' to it. The piesciitution to Lient. Alexander linrues of 
a diploma, constituling him for life an Honorary Resident Member, in token of 
the Sncicly's admiration of the zeal, ability, aud conduct displ.iyed by that ruler- 
prising traveller, as well as of the imporlanl services rendered by him to Orienlal 
literature and science by his researches in Central Asia, while it forms a just and 
appropriate tribute to distinguished merit, caniiol, it is hoped, be widiout its use 
ill stimulating others to a like course of honourable cxerlioii. 

Siniihir considerations to those which proinpled Uie above dispeiisalion, 
acluatcd the Soeii^ty in ailmitling, as corresponding mcmbeis, -the Cheialiir 
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General \'eiituiii, GenernI Allurd, niid M. Court, oDieeis in the service of Uunjit 
Singli, for tlieir kind and valuable assistance to Lieut. Uurncs, and the late 
M. Jacqiiemont, during the sojourn of those travellers in the Fnnjiil). 

In conclusion, the Council has the gratiticalion to observe, thai the eltbrts of 
(he Society have been duly appreciated by, and honoured with the cordial ap- 
probation of, learned foreigners ; and with this flattering homage it trusts it may 
combine that of the Dritish public. 

It lias been said that, notwithstanding our peculiar relations with the Knst, 
and u'ith India in particular, the British, of all European nations, have shewn 
the greatest iiidiflertnce to subjects in any way connected with Asia, whether of 
arts, science, or literature. How far this may nave been the case is not for your 
Coinicil to decide; but it feels itself bound to state the conviction, which has 
arisen from Ibe experience of the past year, that such indiderence, if it did once 
exist, has now given place to a lively inieresi, and that the proceedings of this 
Society, its library, and its museum, at this moment excite an attention, which 
may fairly bo considered to have established its title to national popularity. 

Hut your Council is aware, that the aim and object of the Society does not 
rest hero ; that it must look to Asia itself, ami to India in particular, to form a 
fi(ll and correct judgment of its proper usefuhicss. And, ifwc turn to the cor- 
respondence at present carrying on with that country, it n\ay, indeed, bo matter 
of proud congratulation to find, that this Society is now looked up to by so many 
millions of Urilish subjects, distant from ns by so many thousands of miles, us 
the main link that unites them to these realms in the bonds of literature, science, 
and art. 

It is a ple.ising duly to your Council thus to point to the proud position the 
Society now holds, one for which it is alone indebted to the well-judged liberality 
of the enlightened few, and to that of the Honourable the Court of Directors of 
the r,ast India Company. Your Council, llicreforc, now looks for, and trusts 
Ibc Society will iccoivc some national support ; and if, from the judicious apiili- 
catiou and management of the means that have hitherto been at its dis|K>sal, it 
lias attained its present stage of usefulness, wn may, it is hoped, from the iiiidi- 
minisliod favour of its gracious and royal patron, and from the continued liberality 
of the Honourable Court, expect with conlidence, that its exertions will be 
attended with still happier results, when based on the just ,ind generous feeling 
of a Dritisli public. 

From the preceding outline, brief and imperfect as it is, the Council would 
hope, may be round ample groHiul of satisfaction with the past career, and sanguine 
anticipations of the future prosperity of the Uoyal Asiatic Society. 
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The Auditors appointed to examine the accounts of the Society for the year 
I03li have the honour to slate as follows: — 

The .ibstr.ict of the receipts and disbursements of the Society from the 1st of 
.lamiarv to the 31sl of December, 1034, shews a balance against the Sociuty, at 
the oml of that year, of .'iO/. I.'!. •!</. 

Ill the Auditors' Ucport of last year, it was assumed, that the receipts of 
1034 would exceed the expenditure by 270/. 7s. The Auditors beg to observe 
that the estimated amount of the receipts for that year appears to have been ovcr- 
latcd. Ill addition to this, the charge for printing and lithographing Ili'im lUiz's 
work was not included in the estimated disbursements, it having been picsuiiied 
that it would not come into that year's accounts. 
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Willi ivgard to llie slatcinetil of llie probable receipts and expenditure for the 
current year, the Auditors beg to observe, that it can merely be considered an 
approximation to accuracy, as it is impossible to calculate tlie receipts with 
certainty. They would also call the attention of the members to the heavy 
charges for printing which are contained in this statement, consequent upon the 
double publication which took place last year, namely, the publishing two num- 
bers of the Journal, and the remaining portion of the Transactions in quarto, — 
a contingency which was adverted to in the last year's Report. The Auditors, 
however, trust the small balance which the accounts exhibit against the Society 
will not be of any malerial conser|iieiicc, inasmuch as there appears to be a .sum 
of 31)0/. due from the Translation Fund to the Society. 

The Auditors cannot conclude, without drawing the attention of the Council 
to the absolute necessity which exists for the strictest economy in the expendi- 
ture; and although ihoy have every reason to be satisfied with the exertions with 
that view which have been made by the odiccis of the .Society, yet they deem it 
essential that the expenditure should be brounht williin the income. 

The Auditors have estimated the assets of the Society as follow : — 

Viiluc of the Stock of the Society's I'ublications, Copyrights, C. s. (I. 

Library, Museum, and Kuriiituic .1.000 

Ditto of Stock invested in the Three per Cent Consols 2024 

£ 5524 



The Auditors beg to observe that the thanks of the Society are especially due 
to the treasurer and secretary of the Society for the order and clearness of the 
several books, and for their valuable and gratuitous service in the department of 
accouDls. 



lloyal Asiatic Society's House, 

Grafton Street, Hoiid Street, 

7th of May, 1835. 



(Signed) A. Mackm;w j Auditor on the pari 

^ " ' \ of the Council. 

C. J. DovLE j Auditors on the pari 
J. HoncsoN ' of the Society. 
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Copy of Sir Alexander Johnston's Evidence relating to the Mackenzie 
Collection, extracted from the " Minutes of Evidence taken 
before the Select Committee of the House of Commons on the 
Affairs of the East India Company, Feb. 14 to July 27, 
1832." 

Sin ALV.XANDKll .lOllNSTON. 

" I0'i7. llow long were you in India, and what silualions did yon lill 
there? — 1 lield olliccs under llic croivn on llie island of Ceylon froni 1002 to 
1010. 1 was for leu years during lliat period Chief Justice and I'rcsidcul of 
His Majesty's Council on that island. 

" lOv'l). Did you turn your atteulinu while on Ceylon to the study of the 
history of India ? — 1 devoted uiy attention constantly to that study while I was 
on Ceylon, and I made two journeys by laud, the one in 1007, and the other in 
llltti, from Cape Comovin to Madras, and back again, for the express purpose of 
inquiring on the spot into the history, religion, laws, and customs of the lliudds 
in the southern peninsula of India. 

" 1P29. Were you ac<iuainled while on Ceylon with the late Colonel C. 
Mackenzie, the Survcyor-Ocneral of all India, and with the collection which he 
made of materials for writing u history of India? — I was intimately acquainted 
with him from my earliest youth, and I was in constant communication with him 
all the time I was in Ceylon, from 1(102 to tOlO, upon subjects connected with 
the history of India, and of that island ; and had frequent occasions to refer for 
inrornialiou to his valuable collection of ancient inscriptions and historical docu- 
ments. 

" 1930. fie so good as to explain the circmnstances which first led Colonel 
Mackenzie to make this collection, and (hose which led the Itengal governnienl, 
afler his death, to purchase it from his widow ? — Colonel Macken7.iu was a native 
of the island of Lewis; as a very young man he was very much patronised, on 
account of his mathematical knowledge, by the late Lord Scafortli, and my late 
pramlfather, Traucis, the fifth Lord Napier of Merchistouu. He was for some 
lime employed by the latter, who was about to write a life of his ancestor, John 
Napier of Mercliistoun, the inventor of lu:;aritlims, to collect for him, with u 
view to that life, from all the dillercnt works relative to India, an account of the 
knowledge which the Hindus possessed of mathemalics, and of the nature and 
use of logarithms. Mr. Mackcu/.ie, alter the death of Lord Napier, became very 
desirous of prosecuting his Oriental researches in India. Lord Seaforth, there- 
fore, at his request, got him appointed to the engineers on the Madras establish- 
incut in 1782, aiul gave him letters of introduction to the late Lord Macartney, 
the then governor of that presidency, and to my father, who held a high situation 
inider his lordship at Mndiua, the aueieul capital of the llindh kingdom, 
do.<cril)od by I'loleniy as the Hcnio Voiulioiih of iho I'cninsnia of India, and llin 
ancicifl seal of the llindh college so oelebraled throughout that peninsula, IVinu 
the fifth to the tenth century, for the extent and variety of the knowleiign its 
members had acquired in astronomy, in mathematics, and in every branch of 
lileraliire. My mother, who was the daughter of Mr. Mackenzie's friend ami 
early patron, the fifdi Lord Napier, and who, in consequence of licr father's death, 
had delcrmiued herself to execute the plan which he had formed of writing the 
life of the inventor of logarithms, resided at that time with my father at M.'idura, 
and eu>ployed the most distinguished of the Itrahmins in the neighbourhood in 
collecting for her, from every part of the peninsula, the information which she 
required relative to the knowledge which the llindhs had possessed, in ancient 
times; of mathematics and astronomy. Knowing Mr. Mackenzie had been pre- 
viously employed by her father in pursuing the literary inquiries in which she 
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Imrsfilr was llicu eiigagod, and wishing to liavc his assistance in arranging llie 
materials which she had collcclcd, she and tny father invited iiiin to come and 
live Willi them at Madura early in 17(i:), and there introduced him to all the 
Uralniiins and other literary natives who resided at this idacc. Mr. Mackenzie, 
in conse(|Ucnce of the comnmnicalions wliich he had with tliem, soon discovered 
that llie most valuable materials for a history of India might be collected in 
dillerciit parts of the peninsula ; and during his residence at Madura fust formed 
llie phin of making that collection whicli afterwards became the favourite object of 
his pursuit for thirty-eit-ht years of his life, and which is now the most extensive 
and tin; inosl valuable collection of hisloiical documents relative to India that 
ever w.,^ made by any individual in I'.inope or in Asia. Il was (Colonel M.ickeu- 
7.ie's W'isb, if he liad survived till he had completed his collection, to return to 
Jinglaiul, and to arrange under separate heaus the materials of which it was 
composed. In 1817, being myself about to return to England from Ceylon, I 
went to Madras to take leave of him previous to my departure from India, lie, 
in consequence of the long friendship which had subsisted between us, and his 
belief tliat we should not meet again, addressed a letter to mc giving mc a detailed 
account of all his literary labours in India, and retpicsting me, in case of his 
death, (o publish it. On my arrival in I'jiigland I explained to iMr. Grant, the 
former chairman of the Court of Directors, the great advantage it would secure 
for Oriental history and literature were Colonel Mackenzie to be allowed by the 
directHis to come to Isngland upon leave, in order that he might, with the assist- 
ance of ilii; diifereiit literary characters in Kurope, arrange his valuiddc collection 
of materials. Mr. Grant, with the feeling for literature and liberality which 
always characterised his public and private conduct, agreed, on my application, 
to propose to theCIourt of Directors to give the colonel leave to come to i'.nglaud, 
and to remain in I'.ngland upon his full pay and allowances for three years, for 
the ))n,poso which 1 have moulionnd. No sti^ps were, however, taken by .Mr. 
(jiant, because, in the meantime, 1 re<(fiviMl accounts of the colonel's death in 
Itcngal. I soon after, according to his desire, published the letter which lie had 
written to me in I fit 7 ; and, at the same time, wrote to the Marquess of Hastings, 
the the. II (iovcriior-tJeiicral of India, i.alling his attention to the value of the 
Maekcii/ie collectiiiii,anil ad'ling wliat I knew to be the fticl, tlialtlic C^olonel had 
lai<l oui upwards t.S.OOO/. of his own money in making it. His lordship, a short 
time afterwards, purchased the whole collection lor the I'.ast India Company, from 
Colonel Mackenzie's widow, for 10,()I)C/. and thereby preserved for the British 
governinent the most valuable materials which could be procured for writing an 
authentic history of the British Knq)ire of India. 

" l?3l. Is there any catalonue of the Mackenzie ('ollection? — Yes; there 
is a pihiied catalogue in two vols. Hvo., which Mr. Wilson, the newly elected 
profcssc,r of Sanskrit at Oxford, formed, sonre years ago, partly from the letter 
which Colonel Mackenzie had written to me in 1817, and partly from a list 
which tiic coloners Brahmins had drawn up of his papers previous to his 
death. 

" IQ^?. Docs the Mackenzie (>)llcclion consist of such information only 
as illusdales the history of India, or iloes it also contain materials for illustrating 
the stale of the arts, sciences, and literature of Imlia '. — It contains, in addition to 
the materials connc;cted willi the general history of India, very extensive inform- 
ation rtiliiiive to the slate of the drama, and that of painting and sculpture 
in diflcrcnt ages amongst the Ilindtis in the sonlliern |)cninsula of India. A 
considerable part of the information iqion these subjects was collected by Colonel 
Mackciizie, in consequence of communications which passed between him and 
me froni in02 to H\\7. It is known to those who have atlendcfl to the hi-^tory 
of the Sonthern peninsula of India, that dramatic conrpositions, and pictorial and 
sculptural representations had been used from time immemorial by the Hindu 
governrnents in that j>eninsula, as the most elTicient medium through which they 
could Qirculatc amongst the people of the country such historical, moral, and 
political knowledge, as they conceived would give permanency to the system of 
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covciimicnl ami the slate of society wliicli tliey wore ticsiions of s(i|)noiliiig. 
Wlica I scut to Mr. Tox, in 11)06, llic plan to wliicli I iiavc alluded In the Judicial 
Coinniillee, for introducing a system of (jovcrnniont tluouglioiit Urilisli India, 
more in conformity than the one which then prevailed with the principles of the 
British conslilulion, it occurred to nic that measures ought, in pursuance of the 
ancient custom of the country, to be adopted by the goiernmont for circulating 
amongst the natives of the country, by dramatic, pictorial, and scul|)lural rcpre- 
scnlat'ions, such historical, moral, and political knowledge, as might have a 
tendency to make them understand the nature and benelits of a free govcrnmuni, 
and admire the examples which they might derive from the dramatic, the pic- 
torial, and the sculptural representations which might be executed for their use 
and improvement by the best Urilish authors, ai\d by the most distinguished 
IJritish artists; and I therefore rcquesled Colonel ftlaekcnzie to make for me 
such a collection of the dramas, and such an account of the pictorial and sculp- 
tural rcprcscnialions, in the peninsula of India, as would enable the llritish 
goiernnirnl to ascerlain, what historical, moral, and political knowledge had been 
conveyed to the natives of India by this means, and what measures ought to be 
taken by them, for circulating amongst the people, by the sanu; means, such his- 
loiical, moral, and political knowledge, as might be applicable to the system of 
government which they might wish to introduce, and the stale of society which 
they might wish to form. 

" I0;J3. Do yon think that govenin<cnt can derive useful information fronj 
the Macken7ie Collcelion, as to the historical, nuiral, and |)oli(ital knowledge 
which has been circulated amongst the people of (he country in dillerent ages by 
the Hindu government, llirongli dramatic, pictorial, and sculptural rcpresciila- 
lions ? — I think they may. 

" 1934. Have any works been already executed in Kngland with the view 
you have suggested ?— No public works. Rliss .loamia Daillie, some years ago, 
at my suggestion, wrote a dramatic work for India, the object of which is to 
check the spirit of jealousy and revenge which frc(iueiitly prevails in dillerent 
jiarls of India; and 1 have "sent it out to India in order to have it translated and 
acted in (liat coimtry. i\lr. SlenhanoH', also, has, on my suggestion, madu a very 
line painting from a sketch which I gave him, (he object of which is to com- 
memorate the admission of the natives of the country to the right of sitting upon 
juries, and the abolition of the slate of domestic slavery, which took place in 
Ceylon while I was on that island, and which were the (irst instances that ever 
occurred in India of such events. An engraving has been made of this painting 
and sent out to dilTerent parts of India. My relative, the late Mrs. Damer, also, 
on my suggestion, executed a bust of an heroic of ihe late Lord Nelson, for the 
Kinu ofTanjore, and scut it out to him as a nrescnl, in order that he might 
pla.e it on a building which he hail creeled in his country to conuncmorale the 
victories o/' Great Ihilain, 

" IVX'i. l.)o you think government ought to adopt mcasmcs for procuring 
and sending out to India, at the public expense, works of art, wiih a moral and 
political view !~I do. 1 think that govornmont ought to employ the Uoyal 
Asiatic Society of Literature in this country lo make a report to it of Ihe parli- 
cular dcscriplious of hislorical, moral, and polilical knowledge which have 
hilhcrlo been circulalcil by the llimlii govcrnmenls amongst the llindi'i popn- 
l.ilion of Ihe southern peninsula of India, by means of dramatic, pictorial, and 
sculptural rcpresenlalions ; and, also, of dial description of knowledge which 
ous-ht now to be circulated amongst them by similar means, with a view lo the 
svslcui of goverun)ent which is nieani In be inlroduced, and the modilicalion of 
■•^('ciely which is meant lo be encouraged in Ihe pre<ent limits: that it ought, 
upon the receipt of such a rcporl, lo employ Ihe ablest writers anil ibe most 
ili.<linguisbc«l arlisis in this country in executing pidilic woiks for the gicat moral 
and polilical purpose which has been mentioned, and to send these works out lo 
Indi.i, and cxiiibit lliem, with such cxplanalions as may be Ihouglit adiisable, in 
every pari of the Urilish territories in India. .Such me.isurcs would have Ihe 
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crt'ect of liiisiiig llic moral and political oliaiactoi of llie natives ; of ad'onliii;,' llieiii 
for llii'ii imitation tlio finest specimens of genius and ail; and of encoina'iinj; 
the ablest uiileis, and the mo<;l dislingiiislied artists in (iieat liiilain, to devoir; 
llieir talents and tlicir art to the nioial and political impiovemciit of 00,000,000 
of llicir I'ellow-suliiecls. 

" 1<)30. Is tiio collection as complete as Colonel Mackenzie originally in- 
tended to make it? — l)j no means. The colonel, had he survived, intended lo 
have added to his collection a great mass of materials connected widi the history 
of India, which are still to ho fonnd in difl'eient parts of the ponnliy, hut which, 
if measures be not speedily ailopted to collect and preseive lliem, will be allo- 
gether (lestroycd. 

" 19.(7. l>o you think that Parliament onjjlil to take any measnies for ren- 
dering the collt'Clion complete ? — 1 think that I'aiiiamenl ought, considerin'; tin- 
public importance of the object, to call the attention of the goi'erinin.iil to llie 
subject, and to authorise it to in<:nr such an expend iliire of the public n.onc y -.m 
may he necessary to complete: the coll'jctioo williont dday. .Such coi'diicl mi 
the part of Parliament will shew the |ieoplc. of India that il is anxion-i to obtain 
a dioroii|>li knowledge of the ancient and modern history of the immense cnipiie 
ill India, (or whose inlcrcsl it is constantly called upon to le.jislate; and lead 
them to believe, that those who compose the Parliamtul have not only the de<:n) 
but the means of becoming accpiainted widi the moral and |>olitical ellecl of their 
institutions, and olailapting any measures which they may introdneo into India, 
to the peculiar circnnislances of the country, and to the manners and feelings of 
the people. 

" l'.l3f!. What measures would you advise (or rendering the collection com- 
plete? — The Hrabman who, in Coloiic^l Mackenzie's lifetime, had the superinteml- 
oiicc of all the learned natives who were employed by him in procuring materials 
for his Collection, is still alive at Madras ; is thoroughly acipiainted wiib the plan 
upon which the colonel, had he lived, iiitende.d to have carried on his reseaielies ; 
and is anxious to accomplish all llic literary objects which his master had in 
view. (.'a|>taiu llarkiiess, of the Madras Army, who has devoted his atlcniino 
for many ye;irs to the same literary pursuits as the late (.'oloiiel Mackenzie, who 
i.s tlioroui^tity ac(|ii'.tinle(t wiltt ttiL' liislory and aiilif|iii(ies of the soutbcrii |>';tiiii- 
.siila of India, and is well ipialilii-d in every way for continuing the researches in 
which the late colonel was engaged at the time of his death, is now in England, 
and willing to allbrd his iissislance in every way in which he can be cmphnrd. 
] should, thcieforo, propose that the government should immeilialely aiilhoris'! 
the Itoyal Asiatic .Society of l.ileratiue in laiglaial to tak<! sncb steps, in eoto- 
municalioii with the Itii'duuaii whom I have iiienlioued, and with ( apiaiii 
ll.irkness, as they may deem necessary to coiiiplele the l\laekenzie ()(dle(:liiin ; 
ami thai the (loveinnr-deneral of India, au<l the governors of lloinbay ami 
Madras, be authorised to give them all the assistance which they may ieipiiii> 
for that ))iirpose, in every part of the Hi itish territories in India." 
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Cop;/ of a Letter from Captain llarhness, Secretary to the Royal 

Asiatic Society of Great Britain and Ireland, to Peter Auber, 

Esq., Secretary to the Hononrahle the Court of Directors of the 

East India Company. 

" 11 Graflon Slrcel, Dond Sired, 
"8iH. 'iUt April, llWr.. 

" Acrceably lo (lie insliuclioiis of the llonoiiniblu Couil, ooii- 
veyeil lo me in your leiler of the 17lli of I'cbruaiy last, dial I should sedulonslj' 
dnvolc my lime lo aiiniysiiig llie Mackenzie MSS., I do myself llic lionour lo 
icpoil (lie |)io!>TCss 1 liave made thoioin ii|) lo llie piesoiit period. 

" Till' mclliod 1 liavo pmsiied in lliis analysis was, fnsl, to selocl wlialover 
lolalrd Id llie IciTilorios ofKni'|>am) iMysoio, or siioli |ioiiioiis llieioofas I llionvilil 
miplil lie direclly apidicalile lo die iircsciil ciiciimsl.inces of those eoniilries; 
secondly, lo select and, willi die permission of the Honomahle Court, prepare for 
piihlicaiion in the Journal of die Hoyal Asiatic Society, sncli portions as 1 con- 
sidered lo be generally inleiesliiig ; and lastly, from a view of the whole coilec- 
lion, lo form an opinion as lo its value as applicable lo the purposes of the 
iloiiiMirable Coiirl, and lo public ulilily. 

" I am sorry to observe, dial the portion of die collcclion coiilaiiiing what 1 
considoivil llli^ill be applicable lo the present ciicnnislaiices of the Mysore and 
Ivinu ir.riilories has not yet been received from India. This portion of die col- 
lection, comprising nuicli valuable and highly useful inforniation, consists of 
nearly die whole of die local tracts, and of eight or nine thousand copies and 
facsimiles of inscriptions on stone and copper; the former comprising historical 
acciniiils of almost every loun and disliict soiilli of die Krishna ; of die nniiin- 
roiis places of religious pilgrimage, ami of their eslablishmi'iils; of iIk^ (oris, 
foriilicd hills, and niouiilaiiis ; of die reigns of most of die native princes; of die 
diirorciii %vilil (ribos inhabiliiig the mountain ranges; of the liiiancrs of die 
sovcLiI dislrii'ls; and much oilier valuable chronological and bislorical dala : die 
latter comprising giaiils of land, of civil,, religious, and olher iinmunilies, by (lie 
several princes who, al dinerenl periods, liave swayed the destinies of the people 
of lliis part of India ; furnishing sntisfaclory evidence of die period of the reigns 
of llu'sc princes; of die numerous alienations of the properly of the several 
stales ; of the nature of land tenures as tlicy formerly existed ; and corroboralivo 
daia on all points of history and chronology, as uomiectcd with this part of 
India. 

" Oflhe iiiscriplions, there is, hero, an abstract in five folio volumes; and, I 
presume, the local tracts are still al iMadias, having been sent llicre, at my sng- 
peslioii, lo dial government. Of die value of these tracts I speak from personal 
iiispcdioii ; and 1 am sorry lo add, thai, up lo the period of my leaving India, 
no steps had been taken lo render them available. 

" In selecling portions for publicalioii in die .lournal of die Itoyal Asiatic 
Socielj , it was necessary, perhaps, that I should lake a view of the wboh' col- 
lcclion : bill, as before alluded lo, I had a fmllier object in doing so. I 
had for many years, while in India, sedulously dcvoled my time In pursuits of 
till! same iialnic as those which led lo die formation of this colleclion ; ( had 
ar(|iiiied a considerable kiiowledgi' of die subjecis ofwliirh the portion in this 
counliy was said lo consist ; 1 had olKaiiied much inforniadon respcdiiig it from 
l!ie iMliie eslablishmeiil of the lale Colonel i\lackenzic; and 1 had personally 
CNaminod die portion of die collcclion which is slid in India. Wy objeel, llieie- 
fore, in hiking a careful review of dm whole, was In form, lo the bcsl of my 
abilily, a coriecl opinion on its value, and lo subiiiil Ihe same lo the Honourable 
Conii, s.inijniiio dial my doing so would niecl ils approbation. 
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" 1 sliiill nol piesuiiK! lo draw llio aUeiitioii of tlie Court lo Uie several r.otn- 
(luiiciit parts of the collt'clion, however valuable the most of them may appear 
to mt), as that would embrace a detail wliicli I am aware might be thoiia;lit 
tedious, but proceed lo slate that I am of opinion that the Mackenzie Collcclion 
affords suflicient materials to compile a History of ihe peninsula of India, South 
of Ihe Jlivcr Krishna, from the fourlb or lifdi century prior to the Christiair era, 
"{' '" the establishment of the Hrilish powt^r in thai peninsida. 

" 'i'his woirlil includo tlin history of theCliola,(.'licra, and I'l'indya kingdoms; 
of Ihe Yiidava, Heliila, C^hidukya, and Andhra juinccs, former sovereigns of this 
|>;<rt of India, and successors' to the Chola, Clieia, and I'andya ; and, finally, 
thai orilie Vijayanai;ara empire, or the last of lln' Hindu jioveriunent'--, whiih, at 
one l"!iiod, exli'iided from llw soulln.rii bank of tin; Krishna lo ('ape (!>imoriii. 

" It will nxhibil the laws, usages, iiraniiers, cnsloms, and domestic economy 
peculiar to the several nations, and to them i-enerally ; their religious an<l polirieal 
rcvobiiioiis ; dm lolalive slates oClilciratmc and ,scicnr(! ; of inamifacMire'. and of 
conim|.,,;(. ; (Ik, consinuliou of public woiks, such as cmials, brid<;(S, and aipie- 
(bicls ; ||„, allerlnn the courses of riviMS ; ihi: niakini; oC tanks and reservoirs, iVc. 
for irrigiiliiiir i|,(. coiuilry ; Ihe creclion of riili^ions and oilier edifices; the pro- 
sperity, 01 oiherwisi!, of the peo|)ln nenerally ; ami such rjlher facts as may serve 
to givo a lucid and comprehensive view of what India was, or this pari of il at 
least, iiiider its own sovcreifjns. 

" (t will illustrate the various modes of relii;iou prevalent in ibis pailnl 
India within the periods inenlioned ; what that relii;ion was which prccedi d the 
inlrodiieiion of llindi'iism; the inlroduclion of liudd'liism, and its subversion; 
the rish anil declension of die .lain religion ; llic introduction of Christianity and 
Mahoiiiincdanisni ; and llie prevalence of the religion of Ibahma in its vaiions 
branches and lamificalions. 

" 'ii conclusion, f beg I may be allowed to ie)>eal, that it is with the utinoit 
deferciice Uiat 1 oiler ihis opinion lo the Honourable Court. It is one which 1 do 
not cohsidei- myself justified in withholding, when I look al Ihe value of ihis va-,1 
mass "if uiati'rials, the result of the labours of an inlelligeut an<l indefali-.'abli! 
mind, turned exclusively and devotedly lo the subject through a coinse of (ive- 
an<l-IWL.|,|y yciirs in ln<lia, supplying (lesideiata which for ages had licen sougbl 
for, au,| which, ihrough the libeialily of the Honourable Court, will ni>w, il ii 
hoj)cd, be rendered available to the slate and lo the world at large. 

" 1 would further beg leave lo add, that I fuel confident, that a compilation, 
such a.-j 1 have alluded to, will be Ibe most sali.sfaclory, and, al the same tinif, 
the least expensive mode to bo adopleil, as the arranging and preparing lb'.> 
collection for future reference will, of course, be carried on at the same lime. 
Il may involve a journey lo India; bul ibis, as well as some other minor poinh, 
I shall have Ihe honour lo sidimil lo the llononiable (lourl on a future occaion, 
should il Ije pleased lo favour the o|)iuion 1 have now presumed lo od'er lo lU 
consid(,ration. 

" J have Ihe honour, fvc. ^^i:. 

(Signe.lj -11. IIAItl\M,.SS.' 



